^2                            MANNING

As an ultramontane and a fervent supporter
of the Temporal Power, Manning had a deep
abhorrence of Mazzini and all his works, but he
had warm sympathy with Irish political aspir-
ations, joining with Archbishop Cullen of Dublin
in the early days of his Archiepiscopacy in the
demand for the establishment of an Irish Catholic
University and for the disestablishment of the
Church of Ireland. The position of the two
ecclesiastics was, however, made extremely diffi-
cult by the outburst of Fenianism. " Show me an
Irishman who has lost the Faith and I will show
you a Fenian," said Manning in a public speech
in 1867. This was, of course, as Mr. Shane
Leslie has said, quite untrue, for one of the
bewildering features of Irish history is the fact
that men of fervent faith and sincere piety have
constantly been guilty of political crime.

Gladstone was returned to power in 1868 with
the disestablishment of the Church of Ireland in
the forefront of his programme. The Archbishop
and the statesman had been in constant touch
before the election, and Manning had acted as
intermediary between Gladstone and the Irish
hierarchy. Manning's own opinion was expressed
in 1865 :

" I am convinced that we hold Ireland by force,
not only against the will of the majority, but in